■ixon Is Said to Halt Friends’ Efforts for TV 


By EVERETT R. HOLLES 

Spe<iial to The New York Time* 

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif.,! 
March 26 — Richard M. Nixon 
was reliably reported today to 
have called a halt, at least 
'or tjje time being, to efforts 
by a group of friends to obtain 
aids around $250,000 for his 
appearance 011 television to dis- 
miss his years in the White! 
Souse. 

Negotiations for a “Nixon 
special,” initiated several) 
yeeks ago and described here 
!}y a former aide as “unauthor- 
zed ..exploratory talks” from 
which Mr. Nixon remained 
lloof.grew out of the group’s 
concern over his dwindling fi- 
nances and steadily mounting 
fegai expenses, which may total 
aeafl^ a -half -million dollars. 

The group includes Coast 
businessmen, a television per- 
sonality and a former military 
tide. 

Recent developments have 
nade the project inadvisable 
st this time, although it may 
perhaps be reconsidered at 
some later date.” a former 
roember of the Nixon White 
House staff said in discussing 
he decision to abandon for 
the time being further talks 
Jjith television industry offi- 
;sals. 

1 a A Standing Offer 5 

-t “Although the matter Is now 
st a standstill: in accordance 
with Mr. Nixon’s wishes, he 

a standing offer of approxi- 
mately $250,000 from one inde- 
pendent program producer who 
is prepared to go ahead Whea- 
Wer Mr. Nixon is agreeable, 
thd there is solid interest in 
>ther quarters,” he said. 

*The source of the pending 
jffer was not identified. 

-The “recent developments” 
influencing Mr. Nixon’s deci- 
sion, according to the infor- 
mant, included by were not 
united to the controversy 
:duched off by the CBS televi- , 
;4m network's reported pay- 
ofent of $50,000 to H. R. Balde- 
•nan for his two-part Watergate 
nterview, as well as public 
:riticism leading to the recent 
rancellations of lecture tours 
-yy Ronald L. Ziegler and John 

Dean 3d. 

An inquiry at Mt. Nixon’s; 
>?fice here was anwered with 
he following statement: by 
rdanne Miller, a staff assistant: 
“Because of commitments Mr. 
Sljjcon already has in meeting 
leadlines for publication of the 
’irst volume of his memoirs, 
,nd also because of continuing 
•eStrictions placed on his_ activ- 
ity by his doctors, it is not 
’ossible to schedule any inter- 
views in the foreseeable fu- 
re.” 

Opposition by Ziegler 

Mr. Ziegler, who was Mr. 



Nixon’s White House, press 
chief and accompanied him into 
retirement^ last. Aug. 9 as his 
nrfncie&l gdviser, was under- 
j hive "strongly Opposed 
^vision project from the 
following his own brief 
before the public and 
it-hand opportunity to 
:he Rational meed, 
irnijer President’s physi- 
Jphn Lungren of Long 
_ nd his attorneys, Her- 
be^Mifier Jr. in Washington 
andiwJSn- ? Butler in Los An- 
gelWF^also were critical of the 
projwgal as having medical and 
pos&ftjiy lejsal risks. 

^rtSzieglef was ' quoted by 
a swssce as Saying that “the 
timivfpd the public’s perspec- 
tive are not yet right” for Mr. 
Nixorv’fo embark on public ap- 
pearances Of any kind. 

On Feb. 22, amid efforts to 
obtain a financial commitment 
for ’/a Nxon television appea- 
rance, the former Special Prose- 
cutor, Leon Jaworski, publicly 
called on the former President 
to come forward and tell the 
American people “the truth 
about Watergate.” 

Mr. Dean, in abandoning his 
lecture tour, also urged Mr. 
Nixon to explain publicly his 1 
role in the scandal.a s did Mr. 
Haldeman in the first of bis 
twq paid interviews on CBS 
television last Sunday evening, 
r Haldeiman Assessment 
Echoing the comment attri- 
buted to Mr. Ziegler, Mr. Halde- 
man said he was not sure that 
the* man he served as White 
Hosse chief of staff was ready 
to 5>ffer such an explanation 
or fthat the nation was yet 
“in fa mood of acceptance for: 
what he would have to say.” 
Qne of the group of Nixon 
friends said such statements, 
in themselves, virtually ruled 
out*any possibility of the for- 
mer^ President’s agreeing to ap- 
pear on television or accepting 
any|Of the many lecture offers 
he Was received. 

Ip, was learned that among 
thosi? involved, either in discus- 
siorji of the advisability of a 
Nixon television appearance of 
mo$ directly in the loosely 
coordinated “exploratory” talks 
were the following: 

Paul Presley, San Clemente 
motet man and Mixon neighbor;; 
Mr. . Ziegler; Rabbi Baruch! 
Koiff, who heads the money- 
rais&rg Nixon Justice Fund; 
Fr«|k Gannon, a former speech 
writer who is helping Mr. Nix- 
on a with his memoirs; Johnny 
Gran; o f Los Angeles television 
station KTTV who is a Nixon 
friend of many years, and Mr. 
Nixpns former military aide, 
Col* Jack Brennan of the Ma- 
rine* Corps who is stationed 
at nearby Camp Pendleton. 

Mr. Presley and Rabbi Korff 
congrmed that they had been 
active in soliciting bids for a 
“Nixon special” but stressed 
that' no attempt had been made 
to “sell” Mr. Nixon for a Daid 


television appearance. i 

They naid their discussions j 
^ a 4tflS.en in the nature of their i 

Ihad been in the nature of 
'responses and explorations of ! 
i earlier inquiries and that their 
efforts had been purposely un- 
dertaken without any direct 
authorization from Mr. Nixon. 

They said the national televi- 
sion networks, among other 1 
news media, have had long- 
standing requests for inter- 
views with Mr. Nixon. 

The networks and indepen 
dent producers were said by 
two of Mr. Nixon’s friends to 
have been told that if they 
were to amplify their earlier 
requests "with a cash offer of 
around $250,000 and submit 
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a program format meeting Mr. 
Nixon’s approval he might be 
prevailed upon to appear on 
television. 

It was made clear to the 
television interests by Mr. Pres- 
ley, Rabbi Korff and others 
that any proposal, to be accep- 
table, would have to be a “his- 
torical" documentary-type pro- 
gram spanning the five and 
a half years of the Nixon Pres- 
idency and not what Mr. Pres- 
ley referred to as “merely a 
Watergate inquisition on the 
air.” 

All questions about Water- 
gate and the portion of the 
program devoted to them would 


have been subject to'Mr. Nix- 
on’s prior approval, Mr. Presley 
explained, in order to insure “a 
properly balanced program.” 

The television officials also 
were told that it would be 
necessary to deal with Mr. 
Nixon’s broad political philos- 
ophy, his opinions on current 
world affairs and, particularly, 
his detente missions to Peking 
iand Moscow and the with- 
jdrawal of American troops 
| from Southeast Asia, highlight- 
ing those events through use 
of film Clips. 

The $250,000 asking price, 
according to one informant, 
'was first used by Mr. Nixon 

himself in casual conversation 
with a dinner guest at the 
Nixons’ Casa Pacifica estate in 
January. 

The interest of Mr. Nixon’s 
friends first centered on the 
three major networks, particu- 
larly ABC whose news cover- 
age of his Presidency Mr. 
Nixon always favored over that 
of CBS and NBC. 

Rabbi Korff acknowledged 
that “a fee of $250,000 was 
! mentioned” in a recent discus- 
sion that he had with an ABC 
! official, whom he declined to 
identify, as well as other condi- 
tions that would have to be 

agreed to before the matter 
could be put before Mr. Nixon. 

Asked if be reported the con- 
versation to Mr. Nixon, he said;! 

“No, it was too embryonic to 
take to him.” 

Another member of the “ex- 
ploratory” group said he under- 
stood that ABC had objected to 
paying such a large sum tor 
what it envisaged as essentially 
a news program, but also to the 
restrictions placed on the ques- 
tioning, particularly a b o at 
Watergate and related events. 

This source said “soundings” 
of the CBS and NBC networks 
had produced reactions that 
there were no more encouraging. 


